Objective: The objective of this study was to reevaluate the incidence of occult early midtrimester intraamniotic infection in asymptomatic patients at the time of genetic amniocentesis.
for the presence of bioactive leukoattractants by a leukotaxis bioassay.
Results: All fluids were negative for bacteria and bioactive leukoattractants [95% confidence interval (CI), 0-1.9%; 99% CI, 0-2.9%]. This is significantly less than a recently reported incidence of 5.09% (P 0.002). Incidentally, artifacts with light microscopic morphology consistent with spermatozoa were found during the detailed light microscopic evaluation of AF Gram stains from 2 (1.1%) AF samples in otherwise uneventful pregnancies, a previously unreported finding. Scanning electron microscopy was used to confirm the light microscopic findings. Conclusions tis in the preterm labor/intact membrane population, provides additional supportive evidence that the negative cultures were accurate.
The high culture-positive rate and the failure to culture for Mycoplasma sp. and U. urealyticum in this prior report prompted the current study. In addition, the bacteria isolated by Goldstein et al. 4 from second-trimester AF were generally different from those cultured in reported studies on AF from patients in preterm labor with intact membranes. 1, 3 A closer evaluation of the report by Goldstein et al. 4 reveals that 5 
